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Abstract:

This analytical report examines the international standing of the Iraqi passport. It compares the
methodologies of the Henley Passport Index and Arton Capital’'s Passport Index, explaining why Iraqg’s
ranking differs between them due to the way electronic visas are counted. It analyses the institutional,
security, and migration-related factors shaping the passport’s international reputation, concluding that
it is officially recognized, yet limited in terms of mobility-related trust. The report reviews Iraq’s domestic
measures, including the biometric passport, the Unified National Card, and international security and
consular cooperation. It also proposes a practical reform package, including an Iraqi e-consular
platform, a 24/7 consular hotline, virtual embassies, bilateral relations guides, and targeted media
outreach, as part of an integrated reform path to improve the passport’s global ranking and strengthen

international confidence in it.
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Norwegian Country A Government / English Iraqi travel and identity Explains the types of
of Origin Migration Authority documents Iragi passports, the
Information Centre issuance of new-series
— Landinfo passports, and the

requirements for
obtaining a passport
and supporting identity

documents.
Immigration and Official Immigration | English / Forgery of Iraqi Discusses the
Refugee Board of | and Refugee French documents prevalence of forged
Canada Authority documents in Iraq,

including passports,
identity cards, and
nationality certificates,
as well as state efforts
to combat document
fraud.
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Immigration and
Refugee Board of
Canada

Swedish Migration
Agency

Council of the
European Union —
Official Document
Database

INTERPOL

International
Institute for Law
and Human Rights

Centre on
Migration, Policy
and Society —
University of
Oxford

Academic Study on
Border and
Migration
Management in
Iraq

International
Centre for

Official Immigration | English /

and Refugee
Authority

Official Migration
Authority

Official European
Body

International Police
Organization

Research / Human
Rights Institution

Academic
Research Centre

Academic
Research

International
Research
Institution

French

Swedish /

English

Multiple
Languages

English /
Arabic

English

English

English

English

Appearance and
versions of the Iraqi
passport

Assessment of identity
documents

Iraqi passport specimens

Stolen and lost
passports

Civil documentation in
Iraq

[raqi migration

Border management and
migration control

Irregular migration from
Iraq

Addresses the
appearance of Iraqi
passports, whether
passports issued in the
Kurdistan Region differ
from those issued in
Baghdad, and changes
introduced after 2009.

Notes that identity
documents from Iraq
are subject to specific
requirements when
assessing identity in
citizenship and
residence cases.

Displays Iraqgi passport
specimens registered in
Europe, including
versions issued from
2004, 2009, and 2023.

Explains the importance
of the Stolen and Lost
Travel Documents
database and refers to
cases involving stolen
Iraqi passports or
documents used in
unlawful travel.

Examines problems
related to civil
documentation in Iraq
and their impact on
legal identity,
nationality, and access
to services. Useful for
linking the passport
system to the civil
registry system.

Studies patterns of Iraqi
migration from the Gulf
War period to 2003,
which is useful for
understanding the
historical background of
Iraq’s passport image
and migration profile.

Discusses Iraq’s border
systems, entry and exit
requirements, the role
of the Ministry of
Interior, and the use of
databases.

Provides a recent study
on the dynamics of
irregular migration in
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Migration Policy Iraq and the Kurdistan

Development Region, which is
important for
understanding one of
the factors influencing
visa restrictions.
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